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A method and apparatus for positioning a therapeutic 
beam in which a first distance from a first predeter- 
mined position other than an affected part of a patient to 
the affected part, is determined on the basis of a first 
image which includes at least part of the patient and 
which includes the position of the affected part of the 
patient. A second distance, from a second predeter- 
mined position corresponding to the first predetermined 
position to a position of the therapy beam, is determined 
on the basis of a second image which includes at least 
part of the patient and which indicates the position of 
the therapy beam. The patient is then moved such that 
the therapy beam is irradiated onto the affected part, on 
the basis of the first distance and the second distance. 
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THERAPEUTIC APPARATUS 

This application is a continuation, of application Ser. 
No. 07/235,981 filed on Aug. 24, 1988, now abandoned. 5 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a therapeutic appara- 
tus including a therapeutic radiation source emitting a 
therapeutic radiation beam such as an ionized particle 10 
beam (beam of ionized particles), a heavy particle beam 
(baryon beam) or a neutron beam, for irradiation onto 
the part of the patient affected by a malignant tumor, 
such as cancer (carcinoma). 

In this type of therapeutic apparatus, the therapeutic 
radiation beam, e.g., ionized particle beam, accelerated 
by a cyclotron is guided to the therapy room where the 
patient is fixed to a therapy table such as a therapy chair 
or a therapy bed. Prior to irradiation, the therapy table 2 q 
must be positioned accurately such that the affected 
part is in alignment with the therapeutic radiation beam. 
It is desirable that this positioning be made in a simple 
manner and in a short time. The radiation dose must be 
accurately controlled. The area of irradiation must be 25 
accurately defined such that the irradiation field coin- 
cides with the extension of the affected part. The energy 
of the beam must also be controlled and varied during 
irradiation such that the range, i.e., the depth of irradia- 
tion or penetration into the patient, matches the location 30 
and extension of the affected part within the body of the 
patient. 

Prior art therapeutic apparatuses of this type were 
not satisfactory with respect to one or more of the 
above requirements. 35 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide improve- 
ments in a therapeutic apparatus. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a thera- 40 
peutic apparatus which meets various requirements set 
forth above. 

Another object of the invention is to enable accurate 
and quick positioning of the patient with respect to the 
therapeutic radiation beam. 45 

Another object of the invention is to enable accurate 
control over irradiation dose. 

Another object of the invention is to enable accurate 
definition of the beam. 

Another object of the invention is to enable accurate 
control and variation of the energy of the therapeutic 
radiation beam. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a uni- 
form dose distribution of an ionized particle beam over 55 
an enlarged irradiation field. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an iris 
for the ionized particle beam with equal effectiveness 
for all directions. 

Another object of the invention is to enable detection $q 
of the location at which the irradiation actually occurs. 

Another object of the invention is to enable position- 
ing of the light field localizer nearer to the patient. 

Another object of the invention is to reduce the loss 
of the energy of a particle beam in the measurement of 65 
the particle beam. 

Another object of the invention is to improve the 
accuracy of the monitoring of a particle beam. 



Another object of the invention is to provide a range 
adjuster having an absorption member of which the 
thickness can be varied continuously. 

Another object of the invention is to eliminate the 
necessity of providing a ridge filter and a bolus for 
individual patients. 

Another object of the invention is to enable three-di- 
mensional irradiation of a particle beam in conformity 
with the shape of the affected part. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a uni- 
form dose distribution with respect to the depth within 
the body. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a bed 
which eliminates the need of moving the patient be- 
tween the diagnosis using a slice image pick-up device 
and irradiation therapy using a particle beam therapeu- 
tic apparatus. 

According to the invention there is provided a thera- 
peutic apparatus comprising: 

irradiating means for irradiating a therapy beam; 

a therapy table on which a patient is mounted; 

first image pick-up means for picking up an image of 
at least part of the patient indicating the position of 
an affected part; 

first display means for displaying a first image taken 
by said first image pick-up means; 

second image pick-up means for picking up an image 
of at least part of the patient indicating the position 
of the therapy beam; 

second display means for displaying a second image 
taken by said second image pick-up means; 

input means for inputting positional information of 
the affected part for indication in said first image 
and said second image; 

computing means for calculating the distance of 
movement of the therapy table such that the ther- 
apy beam is irradiated onto the affected part of the 
patient on the basis of said first image and said 
second image with said positional information; and 

means for moving said patient relative to said therapy 
beam on the basis of the calculated distance. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a method of positioning a therapeutic beam 
comprising the steps of: 

determining a first distance from a first predeter- 
mined position other than an affected part of a 
patient to the affected part on the basis of a first 
image including at least part of the patient and 
indicating the position of the affected part of the 
patient; 

determining a second distance from a second prede- 
termined position corresponding to said first prede- 
termined position to a position of the therapy beam 
on the basis of a second image including at least 
part of the patient and indicating the position of the 
therapy beam; and 

moving the patient such that the therapy beam is 
irradiated onto the affected part, on the basis of 
said first distance and said second distance. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an ionized particle beam apparatus compris- 
ing: 

first and second scanning electromagnets for deflect- 
ing an ionized particle beam in directions orthogo- 
nal to each other; 

means for applying AC currents to said first and 
second scanning electromagnets to generate a ro- 
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tating magnetic field thereby to rotate said ionized 
particle beam, 
said ionized particle beam being irradiated in an irra- 
diation field; and 
a scattering member disposed on the path of said 5 
ionized particle beam, either upstream or down- 
stream of said first and second scanning electro- 
magnets for enlarging the radius of the area over 
which said ionized particle beam is irradiated. 
According to another aspect of the invention, there is 10 
provided an ionized particle beam apparatus compris- 
ing: 

slit assembly means having pairs of slit pieces, the slit 
pair of each pairs being movable back and forth 
opposite to each other to adjust the size of the beam 15 
that is irradiated onto an irradiated part; 

an aperture defined by the inner edges of slit pieces 
determining the profile of the ionized particle 
beam; and 

means for moving the slit pieces of each pair toward 20 
and away from each other, 

wherein the inner edge of each of the slit pieces are 
generally concave toward the center of the aper- 
ture. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 25 
provided an ionized particle beam cancer therapeutic 
apparatus comprising: 

means for irradiating an ionized particle beam onto a 

cancer affected part; 3Q 
means for changing the configuration of the irradia- 
tion field; 

a light source for use in confirmation of the changed 

irradiation field; and 
a lens system disposed between the light source and 35 

the patient, 

whereby the light source is disposed near the patient. 
According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a particle beam monitor device comprising: 
an insulating plate; 4q 
a high- voltage electrode; and 

a collector electrode disposed opposite to said high- 
voltage electrode with the insulating plate inter- 
posed between them in a housing filled with a gas, 

wherein said collector electrodes are formed by plat- 45 
ing or evaporating metal on a resin plate. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a particle beam monitor device comprising: 

an insulating plate; 

a high-voltage electrode; and 50 

a collector electrode disposed opposite to said high- 
voltage electrode with the insulating plate inter- 
posed between them in a housing filled with a gas, 

said collector electrode being formed by plating or 
evaporating metal on a resin plate; 55 

an additional collector electrode formed by plating or 
evaporating metal on a resin plate; and 

an additional high-voltage electrode positioned oppo- 
site to said additional collector electrode with an 
insulating plate interposed between them. 60 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a range adjuster for use in a particle beam 
therapeutic apparatus for irradiating an ionized particle 
beam for killing cancer cells comprising: 

first and second wedge-shaped energy absorption 65 
members stacked with each other, with the direc- 
tions in which said wedge-shaped members being 
tapered and opposite to each other; and 



means for moving the wedge-shaped members back 
and forth in the directions in which said wedge- 
shaped members are tapered to vary the total thick- 
ness of the absorption members through which the 
particle beam must pass. 
According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an ionized particle beam cancer therapy appa- 
ratus for irradiating an ionized particle beam onto a 
cancer affected part for the purpose of therapy, com- 
prising: 

a range shifter for varying the energy of ionized parti- 
cle beam; and 

a collimator for varying the shape of the irradiation in 
a plane perpendicular to the path of the beam, 

said range shifter and said collimator being disposed 
on the path of the beam, 

whereby the three-dimensional irradiation is con- 
ducted in conformity with the shape of the affected 
part. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a .method of irradiating an ionized particle 
beam in which irradiation is successively made for dif- 
ferent depths, comprising the steps of: 

using a radiation beam having a range peak at a cer- 
tain depth and a lower range distribution in the 
shallower part; and 
giving smaller irradiation does for shallower parts so 
that the total dose taking account of the lower 
distribution at the part shallower than the position 
of the range peak is constant throughout the entire 
depth of the affected part. 
According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a therapy/diagnosis bed comprising: 

a bed main body on which a patient is mounted; and 
means for moving said bed main body between a 
medical slice image pick-up device and a particle 
beam therapy apparatus, with said patient fixed to 
said bed main body, 
whereby diagnosis by use of said medical slice image 
pick-up device and therapy by use of said particle 
beam therapy apparatus are both enabled. 
Further scope of applicability of the present inven- 
tion will become apparent from the detailed description 
given hereinafter. However, it should be understood 
that the detailed description and specific examples, 
while indicating preferred embodiments of the inven- 
tion, are given by way of illustration only, since various 
changes and modifications within the spirit and scope of 
the invention will become apparent to those skilled in 
the art from this detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will become more fully under- 
stood from the detailed description given hereinbelow 
and the accompanying drawings which are given by 
way of illustration only, and thus, are not limitative of 
the present invention, and wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a therapeutic 
apparatus according to an embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing the flow of 
operations of the therapeutic apparatus of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 shows the reference image on the X- Y plane at 
(A), and the corresponding X-ray TV image at (B). 

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining the relationship 
between the coordinate values and the true coordinate 
values on the X-Y plane. 

FIG. 5 shows the reference image on the Z-X plane at 
(A) and the corresponding X-ray TV image at (B), 
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FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing a therapeutic FIG. 32A and FIG. 32B are schematic diagrams 

apparatus according to another embodiment of the in- showing the operation of a multileaf (multiple-leaf) 

vention. collimator 

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate the reference image on FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram showing the opera- 

the z-x plane and the corresponding X-ray CT slice 5 tion of the bolus. 

image respectively, of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 34 is a schematic elevational view showing 

FIG. 6. another embodiment of an ionized particle beam cancer 

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing an ionized therapeutic apparatus, 

particle beam apparatus which may be incorporated in FIG. 35 is a schematic diagram showing the opera- 

the therapeutic apparatus shown in and described with 10 tion of the range shifter and the multileaf collimator, 

reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 6. FIG. 36 is a schematic diagram showing the opera- 

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing dose distribution when tion of the range shifter and the multileaf collimator 

the ionized particle beam apparatus of FIG. 7 is em- corresponding to the respective layers of the affected 

ployed. part. 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing another embodiment of 15 FIG. 37 shows the progress, with time, of the above 

an ionized particle beam apparatus which may be incor- operations. 

porated in the therapeutic apparatus shown in and de- FIG. 38 is a flow chart showing the operation of the 

scribed with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 6. irradiation. 

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing dose distribution when FIG. 39 is a time chart showing a series of beam 

the ionized particle beam apparatus of FIG. 9 is em- 20 pulses. 

ployed. FIG. 40 is a graph showing the dose distribution with 

FIG. 11 shows how a slit assembly can be disposed in respect to the depth in the body when the dose of irradi- 

an ionized particle beam apparatus. ation for different depths is not changed. 

FIG. 12 shows an example of a slit assembly. FIG. 41 is a graph showing the dose distribution with 

FIG. 13 shows another example of a slit assembly. 25 respect to the depth in the body when the dose of irradi- 

FIG. 14 shows an apparatus for measuring the dose ation for different depths is adjusted. 

and/or location of the irradiation. FIG. 42 is a schematic diagram of another embodi- 

FIG. 15 shows an example of absorption dose distri- ment of an ionized particle beam therapeutic apparatus. 

bution of the ionized particle beam. FIG. 43 is an elevational view showing a therapy and 

FIG. 16 is an elevational view showing another em- 30 diagnosis system including a therapy/diagnosis bed. 

bodiment of an ionized particle beam therapeutic appa- 

ratus . F ^ HH DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

FIG. 17 is an elevational view showing another em- PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
bodiment of an ionized particle beam therapeutic appa- FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of a therapeutic appara- 
tus. * 35 tus according to the invention. As illustrated, it com- 

FIG. 18A is a side view showing a particle beam prises an irradiation apparatus including a vertical irra- 

monitor device. diation unit 6, a range shifter 7, a dose monitor 8, and a 

FIG. 18B is a diagram showing the uniformity mea- collimator 9, which are aligned along a beam axis 1 

surement electrodes. perpendicular to the ground surface and in the above- 

FIG. 18C is a diagram showing the profile measure- 40 stated order toward the ground. The range shifter 7 is 

ment electrodes. disposed inside the vertical irradiation unit 6. The illus- 

FIG. 19 is a side view showing another example of a trated therapeutic apparatus also comprises a first image 

particle beam monitor device. pick-up device including an X-ray CT (computed to- 

FIG. 20 shows how a high-voltage power supply is mography) unit 11 connected to a computer 19 through 

connected to the particle beam monitor device. 45 a communication device 29, a data bus 28, and another 

FIG. 21 shows another example of a particle beam communication device 27. The therapeutic apparatus of 

monitor device. the illustrated embodiment further comprises a second 

FIG. 22 is an enlarged diagram showing the collector image pick-up device including an X-ray tube 2, an 

electrode in FIG. 21. X-ray tube controller 12, an image intensifier 13, an 

FIG. 23 is a bottom view of the device shown in FIG. 50 optical system 14, an auto-iris 15, a television camera 16 

22. and a camera control unit 17. The above-listed mem- 

FIG. 24 is a plan view showing another example of a bers, except for the X-ray controller 12 connected to 

particle beam monitor device. the X-ray tube 2 and the camera control unit 17 con- 

FIG. 25 is diagram showing the dose distribution in nected to the television camera 16, are aligned in the 

relation to the irradiation depth (range). 55 above-stated order, along the beam axis 1 toward the 

FIG. 26 is a cross sectional view showing an example ground. The X-ray tube 2 is disposed between the dose 

of a range adjuster. monitor 8 and the collimator 9, and the collimator 9 is 

FIG. 27 is a schematic side view of another example disposed between the X-ray tube 2 and the image inten- 

of a range adjuster. sifier 13. An analog-to-digital converter 18 is connected 

FIG. 28 is an elevational view of another embodi- 60 to the camera control unit 17. A computer 19 is con- 

ment of an ionized particle beam cancer therapy appara- nected to the analog-to-digital converter 18. A refer- 

tus. ence image display unit 20 and a pick-up image display 

FIG. 29 is a characteristic diagram showing the ab- unit 21 are connected to the computer 19. A character • 

sorption dose of the ionized particle beam. display unit 22, a keyboard 23 and an operation panel 24 

FIG. 30 is a characteristic diagram showing another 65 are also connected to the computer 19. A tablet 25 is 

example of an absorption dose of the ionized particle also connected to the computer 19 and is used an an. 

beam. input means. An image data file 26 is connected to the 

FIG. 31 is a cross sectional view of a ridge filter. computer 19. 
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During positioning and during therapy, a therapy 
table 4 on which a patient 3 is laid in the supine position 
(with the face upward of "on his back") is disposed 
between the collimator 9 and the image intensifier 13. 
The therapy table 4 is provided with a built-in drive 5 
unit. The therapy table 4 is also connected to the com- 
puter 19. 

The operation of the above-described therapeutic 
apparatus is now described with reference to FIG. 2, 
which shows the flow of operation of the therapeutic 10 
apparatus. The drawings (A) through (D) on the left 
show steps during therapy plannings. The drawings (E) 
through (H) on the right show steps during positioning. 

During examination, X-ray CT images showing the 
location of the affected part of the patient picked up by 15 
an X-ray CT unit 11 are transmitted via the communica- 
tion device 29, the data bus 28, the communication 
device 27 and the computer 19, to the image data file 26 
and are accumulated in the image data file 26. As an 
alternative, the X-ray CT images may be recorded on a 20 
magnetic tape, a floppy disk or similar recording me- 
dium, and subsequently accumulated in the image data 
file 26. 

During therapy planning, the X-ray CT images accu- 
mulated in the image data file 26 (schematically illus- 25 
trated at (A) in FIG. 2) are converted (as shown by (B)) 
into a center projection image, an example of which is 
shown at (D) in FIG. 2. A center projection image is an 
image formed on a plane when X-rays radiating from a 
point (X-ray tube), are projected upon the patient, as 30 
shown in (C) in FIG. 2. The center projection image is 
displayed on the reference image display unit 20 as 
reference images. Using the tablet 25, three land marks 
Mi (i=l, 2, 3) are added to the reference images at 
locations of certain characteristic parts, such as bones, 35 
that can be identified on an image obtained by X-ray 
projection. The land marks Mi are usejd for indexing 
during positioning. In this connection, it should be 
noted that the affected part cannot be identified on an 
image obtained by X-ray projection. The computer 19 40 
calculates the distances between the affected part K 
(indicated by hatching) and the land marks Mi. More 
than three land marks Mi may be used instead of just 
three, to increase the accuracy of the positioning. 

During the positioning, a shown at .(E). in FIG. 2, the 45 
patient 3 on the therapy table 4 is irradiated with an 
X-ray from the X-ray tube 2 having the voltage con- 
trolled by the X-ray controller 12. The X-ray images of 
the patient 3 of which the beam axis 1 can be identified 
are converted into optical images by the image intensi- 50 
fier 13. The optical images are then guided by the opti- 
cal system 14, passed through the auto-iris 15, which 
automatically controls the iris of the television camera 
16, and picked up by the television camera 16, thereby 
to be converted into electrical analog signals. The ana- 55 
log signals are converted by the analog-to-digital con- 
verter 18 into digital signals, which are then supplied to 
the computer 19. The computer 19 serves to perform 
signal processing. This signal processing includes cor- 
rection or compensation for the periphery error (or 60 
pincushion distortion error). After the signal process- 
ing, the optical images are displayed on the pick-up 
image display unit 21. Land marks Ni (i=l, 2, 3) are 
appended to the X-ray TV image by input with the 
tablet 25. The computer 19 then calculates the distances 65 
between th.e center 0 of the beam axis 1 and the land 
marks Ni, and the distances between the affected part K 
and the center 0 of the beam axis 1. That is, as shown at 



867 

8 

(H) in FIG. 2, the distance that the therapy table 4 must 
move so that the affected part K coincides with the 
center 0 of the beam axis 1 is calculated. Moreover, the 
shape, dose and energy of the beam of the ionized parti- 
cle beam are calculated by the reference image and the 
X-ray TV image. Control signals indicating the distance 
of the movement are supplied to the therapy table 4, 
which is thereby moved such that the ionized particle 
beam is accurately irradiated onto the affected part K. 

During the actual therapy, the shape and depth of the 
affected part K, and the irradiated ionized particle beam 
absorption characteristic (absorption dose) are the pa- 
rameters of the cancer therapy. On the basis of these, 
the ionized particle beam is controlled by the collimator 
9, the range shifter 7, and the dose monitor 8, and irradi- 
ated onto the affected part K. More specifically/ the 
ionized particle beam is reformed to have the shape 
coincident with the shape of the affected part K, and the 
energy of the ionized particle beam is varied through 
passage of a material with distributed (varied) energy 
absorption of the range shifter 7 and the range is 
thereby varied. The dose of irradiation of the ionized 
particle beam is monitored by use of the dose monitor 8. 
During such operation, the X-ray tube 2 is removed or 
retracted such that it does not interfere with the ionized 
particle beam. 

An embodiment of the invention is now described 
with reference to FIG. 3, FIG. 4, and FIG. 5. FIG. 3 
shows the reference image on the X-Y plane at (A), and 
the corresponding X-ray TV image at (B). FIG. 4 is a 
diagram for explaining the relationship between the 
coordinate values and the true coordinate values on the 
X-Y plane. FIG. 5 shows the reference image on the 
Z-X plane at (A) and the corresponding X-ray TV 
image at (B). 

The method of positioning by use of the X-ray TV 
image is as follows: 

(la) As shown if FIG. 3 at (A), the reference image is 
displayed on the reference image display unit 20. 
The hatched affected part K, the center A of the 
affected part K, the land marks Mi, and the dis- 
tances Ri (i= 1, 2, 3) from the center A of the af- 
fected part K to the land marks Mi are indicated. 

(lb) As shown in FIG. 3 at (B), the X-ray image of 
the patient 3 is formed and displayed on the pick-up 
image display unit 21, after correction of the pe- 
ripheral distortion of the digitized X-ray image. 
The X-ray TV image includes the profile of bones 
or the like (but the profile of the affected part K is 
not seen in the X-ray TV image), the center 0 of the 
beam axis 1, i.e., the center of X-ray TV image,) 
and X and Y axes. The center 0 of the beam axis 1 
in the X-ray image is made to be at a position corre- 
sponding to the affected part K in the reference 
image. 

(lc) As shown in FIG. 3 at (B), land marks Ni are 
appended to the X-ray TV image, by use of the 
tablet 25, at the positions corresponding to the land 
marks Mi on the reference image shown in FIG. 3 
at (A). Apart from the image elements mentioned 
above, the affected part that is hatched, the esti- 
mated center B of the affected part, and the land 
marks Ni are also indicated in FIG. 3 at (B). 

(Id) The distance of the movement of the therapy 
table 4 in a direction parallel to the X-Y plane is 
calculated. As shown in FIG. 3 at (B), the distance 
of the movement is represented by vector -—OB 
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(generally the vector from the coordinate P to the 
coordinate Q is represented by — *PQ). 

—*AMi=Ri (1) 

—»BNi~ »OB+-*ONi <2) 

From the equation (2), 

-+OB=^ONi >BNi (3) 

Since —+BNi — -+A Mi —Ri 
-+OB=^ONi-Ri 



The values of — »ONi start at the coordinate shown in 15 

FIG. 3 at (B). 

(le) The angle of rotation (rotational error) about the 
Z-axis of the therapy table 4 is calculated. In addi- 
tion to the image elements shown in FIG. 3, the 
true center At of the affected part and the true land 20 
mark Mt3 are indicated in the reference image, and 
the true estimated center Bt of the affected part and 
the true land mark Nt3 are indicated in the X-ray 
TV image, as shown in FIG. 4. Moreover, the 
heights H, HI and H2 of the X-ray tube 2, the true 25 
affected part center At (true estimated affected part 
center Bt) and the true land mark Mt3 (true land 
mark Nt3), with respect to the image pick-up plane 
of the patient 3 are also indicated. 
First, the true affected part center Bt corresponding 30 

to the estimated affected part center B is calculated. 

Specifically, the true distances Rti (i= 1, 2, 3) from the 

true land marks Nti (i= 1, 2, 3) to the true affected part 

center Bt are calculated. 

For example, as shown in FIG. 4, 



35 



{^OB »OBt)/-+OB=H2H 



(4) 

(5) 



From the equations (4) and (5), the angle of rotation $ of 40 
the affected part is calculated by averaging the angle 
differences between the — ►AtMti (i=l, -2, 3) and 
-*BtNti. 

(10 The therapy table 4 is moved by in the X- 

and Y-axes and rotated by 0 about the Z-axis. The 45 
positioning is thereby achieved. 

In practice, the distance —►OB of movement is dis- 
played on the character display unit 22, on the basis of 
which the therapy table 4 is moved under manipulation 
by the operator (technical expert). 50 

The positioning on the Z-X plane and/or Y-Z plane 
can be made in a manner similar to the above, if that is 
required. 

(lg) As shown in FIG. 5, at (A) and (B), land marks 
Ni are appended in the X-ray TV image, at posi- 55 
tions corresponding to the land marks Mi in the 
reference image, and the distance ->OB of required 
movement in the Z-axis is calculated. 

(lh) The therapy table 4 is moved by the distance of 
movement -OB in the Z-axis direction (up and 60 
down directions). The positioning is thereby 
achieved. 

This completes the positioning by use of the X-ray 
TV image. When minute adjustment is required, the 
steps (la) through (lh) can be repeated. The final con- 65 
firmation is made by a doctor. 

FIG. 6 shows another embodiment of the therapeutic 
apparatus according to the invention. This embodiment 



differs from therapeutic apparatus of the FIG. 1 in that 
the second image pick-up means is formed of an X-ray 
CT unit 13A, which is disposed on the beam axis 1, and 
the X-ray CT slice image picked up/obtained by the 
X-ray CT unit 13A is supplied to the computer 19. 

The method of positioning by use of the X-ray CT 
images is described with reference of FIG. 6 A and FIG. 
6B. FIG. 6A shows the reference image on the Z-X 
plane and FIG. 6B shows the corresponding X-ray CT 
slice image. 

(2a) As shown in FIG. 6A, the reference image is 
displayed on the reference image display unit 20. 
The reference image is obtained by appending land 
marks Mi, by use of the tablet 25, to slice image that 
has not been transformed into a center projection 
image. In FIG. 6A, the affected part is shown 
hatched, and the affected part center A, land marks 
Mi and the image center Or are indicated. 

(2b) As shown in FIG. 6B, a plurality of slice images, 
including the affected part, are obtained by the 
X-ray CT unit 13A, and displayed on the pick-up 
image display unit 21. In FIG. 6B, the affected part 
is shown hatched, and the estimated affected part 
center B, land marks Ni and the image center (irra- 
diation center) O, and Z- and Y-axes are indicated. 

(2c) The X-ray CT slice images are successively dis- 
played on the pick-up image display unit 21, and 
the X-ray CT slice image which coincides (most 
closely) with the reference image is selected by eye 
observation. From the number (representing the 
depth at which the X-ray CT slice image is taken) 
of the X-ray CT slice image that has been selected, 
the position along the X-axis of the affected part is 
determined. 

(2d) Land marks Ni are appended, by use of the tablet 
25, to the selected X-ray CT slice image at posi- 
tions corresponding to the land marks Mi in the 
reference image. As a result, the affected part cen- 
ter B in the Z-Y plane is determined in the same 
manner as with the X-ray TV image. 

(2e) The averages -►MN of the vectors (deviations) 
— *MiNi (i=l, 2, 3) of the land marks Mi and Ni 
with respect to the the image centers Or and O of 
the reference image and X-ray CT slice image, 
respectively, are calculated. The distances — *OB of 
movement in the Z-Y axis directions of the therapy 
table 4 can thereby be determined. That is, the 
distance of the movement is given by: 



-+OB=^OrA H — »MN 



(6) 



(20 The therapy table 4 is moved by the distance 
—OB in the Z-Y axis directions, and the position- 
ing is thereby accomplished. 

(2g) The therapy table 4 is moved by the necessary 
distance (as determined in the step (2c)) in the X 
axis direction, and the positioning is thereby ac- 
complished. 

This completes the positioning by use of the X-ray 
CT slice image. In this embodiment, becasue of the 
restriction against rotation of the therapy table 4 about 
the X axis, the rotational error cannot be corrected 
during the positioning in the Z-Y plane. 

In this way, accurate positioning can be made in a 
simple manner and automatically. After the positioning 
the therapy using the ionized particle beam can be made 
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in a manner known in the art, or in a manner described 
later in this specfication. 

In the positioning using the X-ray TV images, the 
reference image and the center projection image are 
required. The X-ray TV image data (with land marks 5 
Mi) obtained by the processing at the time of therapy 
planning at the first occasion are transmitted to the 
computer 19, and can be used as the reference image in 
the subsequent occasion. This eliminates the transfor- 
mation into the center projection image. 10 

In the positioning using the X-ray CT slice images, 
the X-ray CT scanogram may be used as the reference 
image. In this case, a three-dimensional slice image can 
be obtained. The positioning in the X-Y plane can be 
made efficiently. However, with the X-ray CT scano- 15 
gram, a measure may be required for correcting the 
image distortion due to the difference in the aperture of 
the X-ray CT unit. 

FIG. 7 shows an example of an ionized particle beam 
apparatus for use in a therapeutic apparatus. As illus- 20 
trated, it comprises an X-direction scanning electro- 
magnet 103 and a Y-direction scanning electromagnet 
104 disposed on the path of an ionized particle beam 101 
from an ion source, not shown, to an affected part 102 
which is in the irradiation field of the ionized particle 25 
beam. A current source 107 supplies AC currents 90° 
out of phase with each other to the X-direction scan- 
ning electromagnet 103 and the Y-direction scanning 
electromagnet 104 to generate a rotating magnetic field. 
By varying the strength of the electric currents to the 30 
respective electromagnets 103 and 104, the radius of the 
rotating magnetic field is varied, and the radius of the 
area on the plane of the affected part 102 irradiated with 
the ionized particle beam 101 is varied, as represented 
by Rl, R2, R3 in FIG. 8. By combining the different 35 
radii of rotation, the dose distribution of the ionized 
particle beam 101 can be made uniform throughout the 
affected part 102. ! 

Another example of the ionized particle beam appara- 
tus for use in a therapeutic apparatus is shown in FIG. 40 
9. The reference numerals identical to those in FIG. 7 
denote identical or similar members or parts. A scatter- 
ing member 106 is provided on the path of the ionized 
particle beam downstream of the X-direction scanning 
electromagnet 103 and the Y-direction scanning elec- 45 
tromagnet 104. The scattering member 106 may, for 
example, be formed of a lead plate or a copper plate. 
The scattering member 106 serves to enlarge the radius 
of the ionized particle beam as irradiated onto the af- 
fected part 102 of the patient. When the ionized particle 50 
beam 101 passes through the scattering member 106, the 
particles of the ionized particle beam 101 are scattered 
in different directions. The amount of the particles of 
the ionized particle beam 101 directed to the respective 
directions form a normal distribution so that the radius 55 
of the ionized particle beam 101 is effectively enlarged. 
Thus by using an ionized particle beam 101 of a fixed 
rotation radius Rc, a uniform dose throughout the irra- 
diation field can be obtained, as shown in FIG. 10. 

In the embodiment described above, the scattering 60 
member 106 is disposed downstream of the scanning 
electromagnets 103 and 104, but it can alternatively be 
disposed upstream of the scanning electromagnets 103 
and 104. 

In order to restrict the profile of the ionized particle 65 
beam that is irradiated onto the affected part, a slit 
assembly may be used. FIG. 11 shows how a slit assem- 
bly can be disposed in an ionized particle beam appara- 
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tus. In the illustrated arrangement, the slit assembly 203 
is disposed between a scattering member 201 and the 
affected part 202 which is an irradiated part. The slit 
assembly 203 serves to adjust the size of the ionized 
particle beam. 

An example of the slit assembly 203 is shown in FIG. 
12. As illustrated, it comprises a first pair of slit pieces 
205 which are moved by a first motor 204 back and 
forth and toward and away from each other in the X- 
axis direction and a second pair of slit pieces 207 which 
are moved by a second motor 206 back and forth and 
toward and away from each other in the Y-axis direc- 
tion. The ionized particles emitted from an electron 
gun, not shown, pass through the scattering member 
201, which enlarges the diameter of the ionized particle 
beam. The ionized particle beam is however reduced in 
its diameter by an aperture defined by the inner edges of 
the slit pieces 205 and 207. When the slit pieces 205 and 
207 are moved toward each other, the aperture is re- 
duced. When the slit pieces 205 and 207 are moved 
away from each other, the aperture is enlarged. The 
ionized particle beam passing through the aperture is 
directed to the affected part 202. 

Another example of the slit assembly is shown in 
FIG. 13. As illustrated, it comprises a first pair of slit 
pieces 210 which are moved by a first motor 204 back 
and forth and toward and away from each other in the 
X-axis direction and a second pair of slit pieces 211 
which are moved by a second motor 206 back and forth 
and toward and away from each other in the Y-axis 
direction. The aperture of the slit assembly through 
which the ionized particle beam passes is defined by the 
inner edges of the slit pieces 210 and 211. The inner 
edge of the slit pieces 210 and 211 are formed of two 
sides which are at an angle of about 135° relative to each 
other and which are symmetrical with respect to the 
line of the back-and-forth movement. As a result, the 
aperture defined by the inner edges of the four slit 
pieces 210 and 211 having two sides each is an octagon. 

The ionized particles emitted from an electron gun, 
not shown, pass through the scattering member 201, 
which enlarges the diameter of the ionized particle 
beam. The ionized particle beam is however reduced in 
its diameter by an aperture defined by the inner edges of 
the slit pieces 210 and 211. When the slit pieces 210 and 
211 are moved toward each other, the aperture is re- 
duced. When the slit pieces 210 and 211 are moved 
away from each other, the aperture is enlarged. The 
ionized particle beam passing through the aperture is 
directed to the affected part 202. 

The inner edge may have shapes other than that hav- 
ing the two sides as described above. For instance it 
may have such a shape that the aperture defined by the 
four slit pieces is, a 12-sided polygon, a 16-sided poly- 
gon, or the like. The shape of the aperture is desirably 
closer to a circle. The inner edge may have an other 
shape which is generally concave with respect to the 
center of the aperture. 

The slit assembly shown in FIG. 13 has an advantage 
over the slit assembly shown in FIG. 12 in that it can 
effectively reduce the size of the beam. In the slit assem- 
bly shown in FIG. 12, the dimension from the center to 
the periphery of the aperture is not effectively reduced 
at the corners of the rectangular aperture defined by the. 
slit pieces 205 and 207. 

In the arrangement described above, the slit assembly 
is used in combination with a scattering member. But 
the slit assembly may alternatively be used in combina- 
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tion with a pair of deflecting (or scanning) electromag- enlarged, and uniform irradiation over a wide area of 
nets deflecting the beam in directions orthogonal to the affected part is enabled. The configuration of the 
each other. irradiation field is confirmed by the light field localizer 
During irradiation with an ionized particle beam onto 403. It is necessary that the distance between the light 
the affected part, it is desirable to measure the dose 5 source and the irradiated surface of the patient is equal 
and/or the location of the irradiation. An apparatus to the distance between the scattering member and the 
shown in FIG. 14 has been devised to enable this. In irradiated surface. When illuminated by the light field 
FIG. 14, an ionized particle beam (e.g., a heavy particle localizer, the reflecting mirror is moved onto the cen- 
beam) 301 with a high energy is irradiated onto an af- tral axis of the beam such that it is as if the light were 
fected part of a patient 303 for the purpose of cancer 10 emitted from the scattering member. The configuration 
therapy. The affected part is identified by an X-ray CT of the affected part is known in advance from an X-ray 
unit or the like and the therapy table 302 is moved so photograph or X-ray CT apparatus, 
that the affected part aligns with the ionized particle With the above arrangement, since the distance be- 
beam 301. The dose of irradiation and the depth of tween the light source and the irradiated surface of the 
irradiation are determined in advance according to the 15 patient must be equal to the distance between the scat- 
therapy plan. A plurality of T-ray detectors 304 are tering member and the irradiated surface, the light 
disposed around the affected part. When the ionized source of the light field localizer must be positioned far 
particle beam 301 is irradiated onto the patient 303, it from the patient. Where various devices have to be 
looses its energy in the tissues within the body 303. An disposed between the scattering member and the pa- 
example of the absorption dose of the ionized particle 20 tient, it is difficult to confirm the configuration of the 
beam 301 is shown in FIG. 15. The abscissa indicates irradiation. 

the irradiation depth and the ordinate indicates the dose Another example of the arrangement of the light field 

(intensity). In the case of heavy particle beam (beam of localizer shown in FIG. 17 has been devised to solve 

particles having a mass greater than a proton) in partic- this problem and to enable disposition of the light 

ular, the absorption dose at the irradiation correspond- 25 source of the light field localizer close to the patient, 

ing to the irradiation energy is the greatest. This prop- In FIG. 17, the reference numerals identical to those 

erty can be utilized to concentrate the radiation on the in FIG. 16 denote identical or similar members or parts, 

affected part. In the example of FIG. 17, the ionized particle beam 

When the ionized particle beam 301 irradiated inside 401 is rotated by X- and Y-direction scanning electro- 
the body of patient 303 is transformed, with a certain 30 magnets so that the dose distribution is made uniform, 
probability, the cells inside the body or the irradiated By the action of a range shifter 407 the energy of the 
particles themselves are transformed into positron emit- ionized particle beam 401 can be attenuated. The depth 
ting nucleuses. The positron emitting nuclide includes of the irradiation can thereby be adjusted according to 
19 Ne, 15 0 ll C. The positron emitting nucleuses emit the depth of the affected part. The uniformity and the 
positrons which are united with electrons and are there- 35 dose rate of the beam can be measured by a beam moni- 
fore annihilated to produce radiant energy. At the time tor 408. When various devices are disposed between the 
of the annihilation two photons of 5 1 1 KeV correspond- scanning electromagnets and the patient as illustrated, it 
ing to the rest energy of the electron are emitted in is preferable that the light localizer be disposed near the 
opposite directions. When the photons are received by patient. For this reason, it is necessary that the distance 
the T-ray detectors 304 they produce output signals. A 40 between the light source and the patient be shorter than 
calculating means 305 receives the outputs of the detec- the position at which the actual beam is expanded (i.e., 
tors 304 and calculates the locations at which the pho- the position of the scanning electromagnets, in the ex- 
tons are emitted and accumulates the result of such ample under consideration). For this reason, a lens sys- 
calculations to measure the dose at the respective loca- tern 403c is disposed between the light source 403a and 
tions. In this way, the information on the location where 45 the patient, so that the same effect is obtained as if the 
the ionized particle beam 301 is actually irradiated and light is emitted from the position of the scanning elec- 
the information on the irradiation dose can be obtained. tromagnets. The reflecting mirror is retracted during 

In the above example, the kinds of the heavy particle the confirmation of the irradiation configuration, 

beams are identified. But by directly irradiating the It is also desirable to provide a particle beam monitor 

positron emitting nuclide, the information on the loca- 50 device. FIG. 18A, FIG. 18B and FIG. 18C show an 

tion is obtained more effectively. * example of particle beam monitor device 501. It com- 

The T-ray detectors 304 opposite to each other may prises a housing 506 in which gas 503 is sealed, a particle 
be combined to form a pair. Moreover, the time differ- beam-transparent plate permitting passage of a particle 
ence between the receipt of the two photons at the beam while maintaining the seal, and a collector elec- 
T-ray detectors 304 may be determined to identify the 55 trode 502 for collecting electrons and ions generated by 
location of the positron emitting nuclide where the ionization of the gas 503 due to the particle beam pass- 
positron is generated. ing through the monitor device 501. 

It is also desirable to confirm the configuration of the A high-voltage electrode 504 is provided to energize 
irradiation field by use of a light field localizer. An the ionized electrons and ions. As shown in FIG. 20, a 
example of the arrangement of light field localizer is 60 high-voltage power supply 511 is connected across the 
shown in FIG. 16. In FIG. 16. reference numeral 401 high-voltage electrode 504 and the collector electrode 
denotes an ionized particle beam, 402 is a scattering 502. An insulating plate 507 insulates the collector elec- 
member, 403 is a light field localizer, 403a is a light trode 502 and the high-voltage electrode 504. A guard 
source, 4036 is a reflecting mirror, 404 is the affected electrode 508 prevents leakage current (from the high- 
part, and 405 is a collimating slit. 65 voltage electrode) flowing through the surface of the 

An ionized particle beam 401 accelerated to a high insulating plate 507. from reaching the collector elec- 

energy by an accelerator not shown is expanded by the trode 502. The guard electrode 508 is set at the same 

scattering member 402. The scattering angle is thereby potential as the collector electrode 502. 
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The collector electrode 502 may be in the form: of a 
dose measurement electrode (not shown) for measuring 
the particle beam dose over the entire surface, a unifor- 
mity measurement electrode 509, e.g., a set of small- 
sized electrodes disposed equi-distant from each other 5 
as shown in FIG. 18B, for measuring the intensity distri- 
bution of the particle beam over the predefined exten- 
sion, or a profile electrode 510 consisting of wire- 
shaped electrodes as shown in FIG. 18C, for measuring 
the profile of the particle beam, 10 

The collector electrodes 502 are made of a metal film, 
e.g., aluminum film, of 0.2 mm thick. The electrons e~ 
collected by the collector electrodes are transferred 
through the leads (not shown), and an amplifier to an 
instrument for measurement, which are not shown. 15 

FIG. 19 shows another example of a particle beam 
monitor device. In this example, one of the collector 
electrodes 502 is a dose measurement electrode and the 
other collector electrode 502 is a uniformity measure- 
ment electrode 509. 20 

When a particle beam 512 passes through the gas 503 
in the monitor device 501, the particle beam 512 collides 
with the gas molecules and the gas 503 is thereby ion- 
ized. The ionized electrons e~ are collected to the col- 
lector electrode 502 and the ions i + are collected to the 25 
high-voltage electrode 504. The number of electrons 
e— and the ions i+ is in proportion with the intensity of 
the particle beam 512. Since electrons move much faster 
than the ions, it is common to make the detection at the 
electron collector electrode for the monitoring of the 30 
passing particle beam 512. 

Since the collector electrode 502 is formed of metal 
films of a thickness on the order of 0.2 mm, when the 
monitor device is used for the measurement of an X-ray 
or electron beam, the energy loss due to interference 35 
between the incident ion particle beam and the atoms of 
the metal film is not considerable. However, in the case 
a of heavy ion particle beam, the energy loss is not 
negligible and the monitor device is not suitable for 
accurate measurement. Moreover, the uniformily (flat- 40 
ness) measurement electrodes cannot make the mea- 
surement on the same plane, and has to make the mea- 
surement on different planes for the two axes. This also 
degrades the accuracy of the measurement. 

Another example of the monitor device shown in 45 
FIG. 21, FIG. 22 and FIG. 23 has been devised to solve 
these problems. The reference numerals identical to 
those in FIG. 18A to FIG. 18G, FIG. 19 and FIG. 20 
denote identical or similar members or parts. A collec- 
tor electrode 520 is formed of metal film adhered or 50 
deposited by evaporation or plating onto a resin plate 
having a small specific gravity. An auxiliary electrode 
522 is disposed to cancel the electrostatic force to the 
high-voltage electrode 504. It is disposed opposite the 
high-voltage electrode 504 to the rear surface of the 55 
high-voltage electrode 504 with, the high-voltage elec- 
trode 504 being disposed opposite the collector elec- 
trode 520 with the intervening insulating plate 507 inter- 
posed therebetween . 

The collector electrode 520 comprises two resin 60 
plates 523a, 5236, such as polyimide resin plates, the 
rear surfaces of which are juxtaposed. More specifi- 
cally, a disk shaped metal film 524 or annular metal 
films 524 are adhered, by evaporation or plating, on a 
surface of one resin plates 23a to form dose measure- 65 
ment electrode 526, and metals films 525 including a 
multiplicity of pieces arranged radially and adhered, by 
evaporation or plating, on a surface of the other resin 



plate 236 to form uniformity measurement electrode 527 
(see FIG. 23). The uniformity measurement electrode 
527 is so formed to enable the uniformity measurement 
on the same surface. Leads 528a for the dose measure- 
ment electrode 526 and leads 5286 for the uniformity 
measurement electrode 527 are led out to and extend on 
the rear surfaces of the resin plates 523a, 5236 in such a 
manner that they are not in contact with each other. 

When a particle beam 512 passes through the housing 
506 filled with a gas 503, the particle beam 512 and the 
molecules of the gas 503 collide with each other and the 
gas molecules are ionized. If a strong electric field is 
applied between the high-voltage electrode 504 and the 
collector electrode 520, the ionized electrons e~ are 
collected to the collector electrode 520 and the ions i + 
are collected to the high- voltage electrode. The number 
of the ionized electrons and the ions is proportional to 
the strength of the passing particle beam 512. Since the 
moving speed of the electrons e~ is higher than the 
moving speed of the ions i+,the electrons e~ are col- 
lected by the collector electrodes 520 and this is mea- 
sured by a measurement circuit (not shown). That is, the 
irradiation dose is measured by the dose measurement 
electrode 526, and the distribution of the strength of the 
particle beam, when it is expanded and distributed, by 
the uniformity measurement electrode 527. 

In the above example, the collector electrodes are a 
dose measurement electrode and a uniformity measure- 
ment electrode. But one of the collector electrodes may 
be a profile measurement electrode, as shown in FIG. 
24, for measurement of the profile of the particle beam. 
That is, a multiplicity of horizontally extending linear 
metal films 531 are adhered, by evaporation or plating, 
on one of the resin plates, such as polyimide plate 523c 
of which rear surfaces are juxtaposed, and a multiplicity 
of vertically extending linear metal films are adhered, 
by evaporation or plating, on the other resin plate 523c. 

The configuration of the electrodes for the dose mea- 
surement, the uniformity measurement and for the pro- 
file measurement, are not limited to those described, but 
can be modified in various ways. 

As has been described, if the collector electrode is 
formed by adhering metal, by evaporation or plating, on 
a resin plate, the energy loss of the particle beam is 
reduced and accurate measurement can be attained. 
Moreover, if the rear surfaces of the two collector elec- 
trodes are juxtaposed, no static electric power is applied 
to the collector electrode. The location and the shape of 
the electrode can be determined accurately. The accu- 
racy of the measurement is thereby improved. More- 
over, the size of the apparatus can be reduced. 

Another example of range adjuster will now be de- 
scribed. 

The dose distribution or profile when a high-energy 
proton beam or heavy ion beam is irradiated within the 
body is as shown in FIG. 25 by a curve (a). As shown, 
the peak is present at a position close to the range of the 
irradiation depth. Because of this nature, a high-energy 
proton beam and a heavy ion beam are utilized for kill- 
ing cancer cells inside the body. With this method, the 
normal cells near the surface of the body are not dam- 
aged but the cancer cells are effectively killed. More- 
over, where the cancer cells extend over a wide range, 
the irradiation energy can be successively changed to 
successively change the range. As a simple means for 
changing the irradiation energy, a range adjuster con- 
sisting of an energy absorption member is inserted in the 
path of the beam. The range adjuster may comprise one 
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.or more copper plates 611, shown in FIG. 26, stacked 
upon each other. The thickness may vary from one 
copper plate to another. The number of stacked copper 
plates 611 may be changed and copper plates of differ- 
ing thicknesses may be chosen to adjust the total absorp- 5 
tion. 

Another example of a range adjuster is shown in FIG. 
27. This range adjuster comprises a pair of wedge- 
shaped energy absorption members 601a and 6016 of 
copper or the like which are superimposed with each 10 
other and disposed in such a manner that the directions 
in which the wedge-shaped members 601a and 6016 are 
tapered are opposite each other, and drive units 602a 
and 6026 which drive the wedge-shaped members 601a 
and 6016 back and forth in the directions in which the 15 
wedge-shaped members are tapered. The total thickness 
of the wedge-shaped members 601a and 6016 through 
which the beam must pass can be continuously varied 
by moving the wedge-shaped members 601a, 6016 in 
the directions of arrow A in which they are tapered. 20 
The range adjuster shown in FIG. 27 is advantageous in 
that it requires only a pair of wedge-shaped members 
and permits continuous adjustment of the range. 

In performing ionized particle beam therapy, it is 
desirable to conduct three-dimensional irradiation in 25 
conformity with the shape of the affected part. An ar- 
rangement for this purpose will now be described with 
reference to FIG. 28 to FIG. 33. 

In FIG. 28, an ionized particle beam 701 accelerated 
to a high energy by an accelerator, not shown, is circu- 30 
larly scanned by two scanning electromagnets 702, the 
magnetic fields of which are perpendicular to each 
other so that the beam dose distribution is uniform over 
the affected part. The dose distribution or profile of the 
ionized particle beam 701 along the depth of the irradia- 35 
tion is such that it has a peak at a certain depth, as indi- 
cated by curve Al in FIG. 29. This property can be 
utilized to irradiate a maximum dose at the affected part 
at any given depth within the body of the patient 706. 
When the affected part extends in the depth direction 40 
more than the width of the irradiation peak, a ridge 
filter 703 can be used to obtain a dose distribution hav- 
ing a flat peak extending a certain distance in the depth 
direction, as shown by curve A2 in FIG. 30. The cross 
section of the ridge filter 703 has many protrusions, as 45 
shown in FIG. 31. The beam enters from the top as seen 
in the figure, and as indicated by an arrow, and the dose 
distribution in the depth direction is extended for the 
height of the protrusions (difference in thickness be- 
tween the protruded parts and the non-protruded parts). 50 
A multileaf collimator 704 restricts the shape of the 
beam within the plane normal to the beam path into 
conformity with the shape of the affected part. That is, 
as shown in FIG. 32, corresponding to the first and 
second beam irradiations that are performed with some 55 
time interval therebetween, collimator pieces are 
moved, and the beam shape can be successively con- 
formed with the two protrusions 708a, 7086. The bolus 
705 is provided to conform the beam shape with the 
shape of the affected part in the depth direction (direc- 60 
tion in which the beam proceeds). As shown in FIG. 33, 
the bolus 705 has convexes and concaves in the direc- 
tion of the beam 701 so that the depth of the irradiation 
is changed depending on the local thickness as shown 
by a broken line. 65 

A drawback associated with the above described 
arrangement is that a ridge filter and a bolus have to be 
provided for the individual patients. 



Another example of arrangement for conducting the 
three-dimensional irradiation for eliminating the above 
drawback is shown in FIG. 34. 

In FIG. 34, the reference numerals identical to those 
in FIG. 28 denote identical or similar members or parts 
as in FIG. 28. Additional components are a range shifter 
709 and a dose monitor (or dose meter) 710 which are 
disposed along the path of the ionized particle beam 
701. 

The ionized particle beam 701 which has been made 
uniform over a circular area by scanning electromag- 
nets 702 passes through the range shifter 709 by which 
the energy of the ionized particle beam 701 is changed. 
The range shifter 709 comprises water, brine or some 
other liquid, or a plurality of plates of copper or the like. 
The energy of the ionized particle beam 701 is degraded 
in proportion to the thickness of the range shifter 709 
which the ionized particle beam 701 must pass. Thus the 
irradiation energy can be varied without varying the 
energy of the accelerator. It is desirable that the thick- 
ness of the energy degrader of the range shifter 709 can 
be changed continuously so that the energy of the ion- 
ized particle beam 701 can be changed depending on the 
depth of the affected part. 

A multileaf collimator 704 is used to define the irradi- 
ation field in the direction perpendicular to the beam 
axis. The multileaf collimator 704 has a function by 
which one of each pair of leaves, of plural pairs of 
leaves, can cover the irradiation field of the other leaf as 
well. In the illustrated arrangement under consider- 
ation, the range shifter 709 and the multileaf collimator 
704 are combined to conduct the three-dimensional 
irradiation in conformity with the shape of the affected 
part. This allows maximum efficiency of the radiation 
therapy. That is, the range shifter 709 can be used to 
adjust the irradiation position in the direction of the 
depth and the multileaf collimator 704 can be used to 
vary the shape of the irradiation in the plane perpendic- 
ular to the beam axis. 

The procedure for three-dimensional irradiation will 
now be described with reference to FIG. 35 to FIG. 38. 

FIG. 35 shows how a three-dimensional irradiation 
control unit 711 is connected to the range shifter 709, 
the dose monitor (dose meter) 710, and the multileaf 
collimator 704. The three-dimensional irradiation con- 
trol unit 711 receives the dose signal from the dose 
monitor 710 and provides control signals by which the 
operating conditions of the range shifter 709 and the 
multileaf collimator 704 are set. 

FIG. 36 shows the operation of the range shifter 709 
and the multileaf collimator 704 corresponding to the 
respective layers of the affected part 708. Reference 
numerals 708a, 7086, 708c, and 708^ denote first to 
fourth layers of the affected part 708. 704a, 7046, 704c 
and 704a* are positions of the multileaf collimator 704 at 
the time of irradiating the first to fourth layers 708a to 
708a*, respectively. 709a, 7096, 709c and 709a* are posi- 
tions of the range shifter 709 at the time of irradiating 
the first to fourth layers 708a to 708a 1 , respectively. 
FIG. 37 shows the progress with time of the above 
operation. As shown the range shifter 709 and the multi- 
leaf collimator 704 are moved and stopped to control 
the dose. 

FIG. 38 shows a sequence of three-dimensional irra- 
diation. First, a starter 721 is used to set the initial oper- 
ating conditions of the range shifter 709 and the multi- 
leaf collimator 704 (722), and the irradiation is then 
started (723). When the irradiation of the set dose (724) 
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for the n-th layer is completed, the range shifter 709 and 
the multileaf collimator 704 are set for the next set value 
on the basis of the signal from the dose monitor 710, and 
irradiation for the next layer is conducted. This process 
is repeated for the respective layers. When the set total 5 
irradiation is reached for all the layers (726), the irradia- 
tion is completed (727). 

In this way a uniform three-dimensional irradiation 
field is formed. 

In the example described above, the range shifter 709 10 
and the multileaf collimator 704 are combined. But the 
ridge filter and the bolus, described with reference to 
FIG. 28, can also be combined. 

When the affected part has two protrusions in the 
direction of the beam, as shown in FIG. 32, a superim- 15 
posed irradiation can be conducted, in which the three- 
dimensional irradiation is conducted for one of the pro- 
trusions, and then for the other protrusion. 

Irradiation can be made by a series of beam pulses and 
the number of pulses can be changed to adjust the irra- 20 
diation dose. The series of beam pulses 801 are shown in 
FIG. 39. The duration of each pulse can be several Xm. 
Use of shorter duration permits finer adjustment of the 
dose. To change the depth of irradiation, it is desirable 
that the energy of the beam be changed between succes- 25 
sive beam pulses. Each pulse 801 has an identical dose. 
The dose is detected by a dose monitor and is used to 
control the pulse 801. As illustrated in FIG. 25, al- 
though the irradiation dose curve has a peak at a certain 
depth, which varies depending on the energy of the 30 
beam, there is a part of substantially constant dose in the 
portion shallower than the position of the peak. If the 
pulses 801 of the same dose are irradiated for different 
depths (i.e., with different energies), the total does will 
be greater in the shallower part because the substan- 35 
tially constant part of the dose curves are added in the 
shallower part. The resultant total dose will be as indi- 
cated by curve 803 in FIG. 40. To compensate for this, 
the irradiation for the shallower part of the affected part 
is made with a smaller dose, as shown in FIG. 41. If for 40 
instance the irradiation is started with the deepest part 
of the affected portion and the depth of the irradiation 
is successively made shallower, the irradiation done is 
successively made smaller. The amount by which the 
irradiation dose is made smaller for the irradiation of the 45 
shallower part is determined so that the irradiation dose 
is uniform throughout the entire depth of the affected 
part. 

An example of an apparatus used for implementing 
the above method is shown in FIG. 42. An ionized 50 
particle beam 804 is a heavy particle beam of an atomic 
nucleus heavier than a proton. A scattering member 
806, scanning electromagnets 805a and 805b, a range 
shifter 807 having an absorption member 807c with 
variable thickness, and a collimator 808 are disposed on 55 
the path of the beam 804. The patient 809 is shown lying 
on a therapy table 810. 

The beam 804 is circularly scanned by the scanning 
electromagnets 805a and 8056 so that uniform dose 
distribution is achieved on the patient 809. The scatter- 60 
ing member 806 is used to enlarge the diameter of the 
beam 804 so that the dose distribution uniformly is at- 
tained in a wider area. 

A therapy bed suitable for use with the particle beam 
therapeutic apparatus will now be described with refer- 65 
ence to FIG. 43. Reference numeral 902 denotes a parti- 
cle beam therapeutic apparatus, and 905 is a slice image 
pick-up device or nuclear magnetic resonance slice 
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image pick-up device. 907 is a therapy/diagnosis bed on 
which a patient 903 is laid. The therapy bed 907 has 
rollers, not shown, which roll along rails 908 and is 
movable between a first position at which the patient 
903 on the bed 907 is subject to diagnosis by use of the 
slice image pick-up device 905 and a second position at 
which the patient 903 on the bed 907 is subject to ther- 
apy by use of the particle beam therapeutic apparatus 
902. 

The therapy/diagnosis is bed 907 has a top panel 909 
on which the patient is made to lie. The top panel 909 is 
mounted so that it is movable and rotatable in the hori- 
zontal plane, and is movable up and down, and the 
image pick-up by use of the slice image pick-up device 
905 and the irradiation by use of the particle beam thera- 
peutic apparatus 902 are both possible. 

The top panel 909 may be formed so that it is also 
capable of inclination. 

Where the slice image pick-up device is an X-ray slice 
image pick-up device, the top panel 909 is preferably 
formed of a material of high transparency to X-rays 
such as glass fiber reinforced plastic. Where the slice 
image pick-up device is a nuclear magnetic resonance 
slice image pick-up device, the top panel is preferably 
formed of a non-magnetic material. 

Prior to diagnosis and therapy, the patient is made to 
lie on the therapy/diagnosis table 907 and is made to 
assume a prescribed posture. The bed 907 is then moved 
to the slice image pick-up device 905, where the bed 907 
is adjusted so that the position of the patient is most 
suitable for the image pick-up. By use of the slice image 
pick-up device 905, the location, shape and the like of 
the affected part is detected. After the slice image pick- 
up is completed, the table 907 is moved along the rail 
908 to the particle beam therapeutic apparatus 902 and 
the bed 907 is moved so that the patient is most suitable 
for the radiation therapy using a particle beam such as 
an electron beam, proton beam, neutron beam, heavy 
particle beam or the like. 

Since the bed is movable, the patient need not move 
for himself. The internal organs will not move between 
the slice image pick-up phase and radiation therapy 
phase. 

In the embodiment described, the slice image pick-up 
device is an X-ray slice image pick-up device, However, 
a nuclear magnetic resonance slice image pick-up de- 
vice, positron slice image pick-up device or the like may 
also be used. 

The above described movable bed can also be pro- 
vided to be movable between an X-ray positioning de- 
vice (rather than the slice image pick-up device) and the 
therapeutic apparatus. The X-ray positioning device is 
used for the positioning in the directions perpendicular 
to the direction of the irradiation. 

When the above described bed is used, it is not neces- 
sary to move the patient from one bed for the slice 
image pick-up to another bed for the particle beam 
therapy. The affected part as detected by the slice 
image pick-up device is easily made to align with the 
particle beam for the irradiation. 

The invention being thus described, it will be obvious 
that the same may be varied in many ways. Such varia- 
tions are not to be regarded as a departure from the 
spirit and scope of the invention, and all such modifica- 
tions as would be obvious to one skilled in the art are 
intended to be included within the scope of the follow- 
ing claims. 

What is claimed is: 
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1. A therapeutic apparatus comprising: irradiating 
means for irradiating an ionized particle beam; 

a therapy table on which a patient is mounted; 
X-ray computer tomography means for accumulating 

image data; 5 
means responsive to said image data from said X-ray 

computer tomography means for generating a first 

image of at least part of the patient indicating the 

position of an affected part; 
first display means for displaying said first image 10 

generated by said X-ray computer tomography 

means; 

X-ray means for generating a second image of at least 
part of the patient indicating the position of said 
ionized particle beam, said second image being a 15 
center projection image formed on a plane when 
the patient is projected by an X-ray radiating from 
a point; 

second display means for displaying said second 
image generated by said X-ray means; 20 

input means for inputting positional information in- 
dicative of locations of reference points of physical 
characteristics in said first image and said second 
image, said physical characteristics being identified 
on said second image and the positions of said ref- 25 
erence points being related to the position of said 
affected part; 

computing means for calculating the distance of 
movement of the therapy table such that said ion- 
ized particle beam is irradiated onto said affected 30 
part of the patient on the basis of said positional 
information of said first image and said second 
image and for calculating the shape, dose, and en- 
ergy of said ionized particle beam; and 

means for moving the patient relative to said ionized 35 
particle beam on the basis of said calculated dis- 
tance. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said physical 
characteristics comprises a bone. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a 40 
range shifter for varying the energy of the ionized parti- 
cle beam thereby to change the range of the ionized 
beam to coincide with the depth of the affected part. 

4. A method of using a therapeutic apparatus com- 
prising ionized particle beam irradiating means mounted 45 
along a vertical projection axis, a therapy table, X-ray 
computer tomography means, first display means, 
X-ray means, second display means, input means, com- 
puter means, and means for moving the therapy table 
means, comprising the steps of: 50 

positioning a patient on the therapy table; 

accumulating image data using the X-ray computer 
tomography means; 

generating a first image of at least part of the patient 
indicating the position of an affected part; 55 

displaying said first image on the first display means; 

inputting a first set of reference marks, with the input 
means, indicative of locations of physical charac- 
teristics of said first image displayed on the first 
display means; 60 

calculating the distances between said affected part 
and said first set of reference marks; 

generating a second image, using the X-ray means, of 
at least part of the patient illustrating a position of 
the vertical projection axis, said second image 65 
being a center projection image formed on a plane 
when the patient is projected by an X-ray radiation 
from a point; 



displaying said second image on the second display 
means; 

inputting a second set of reference marks, with the 
input means, indicative of this locations of said 
physical characteristics of said second image dis- 
played on the second display means, said physical 
characteristics being identified on said second 
image and the positions of said reference marks 
being related to the position of said affected part; 

calculating a distance of movement of the therapy 
table using the computer means, such that said 
affected part and the vertical projection axis coin- 
cide, on the basis of said first and second reference 
marks and calculating the shape, dose and energy 
of an ionized particle beam to be irradiated on the 
patient; 

moving the therapy table said calculated distance of 

movement; and 
irradiating the patient with an ionized particle beam 

of said calculated shape, dose, and energy. 

5. A therapeutic apparatus comprising: 
irradiating means for irradiating an ionized particle 

beam; 

a therapy table on which a patient is mounted; 

first X-ray computer tomography means for accum- 
mulating image data; 

means responsive to said image data from said first 
X-ray computer tomography means for generating 
a first image of at least part of the patient indicating 
the position of an affected part; 

first display means for displaying said first image 
generated by said first X-ray computer tomogra- 
phy means; 

second X-ray computer tomography means for gen- 
erating a second image of at least part of the patient 
indicating the position of said ionized particle 
beam, said second image being a center projection 
image formed of a plane of the patient; 

second display means for displaying said second 
image generated by said second X-ray computer 
tomography means; 

input means for inputting positional information in- 
dicative of locations of reference points of physical 
characteristics in said first image and said second 
image, said physical characteristics being identified 
on said second image and the positions of said ref- 
erence points being related to the positions of said 
affected part; 

computing means for calculating the distance of 
movement of the therapy table such that said ion- 
ized particle beam is irradiated onto said affected 
part of the patient on the basis of said positional 
information of said first image and said second 
image and for calculating the shape, dose, and en- 
ergy of said ionized particle beam; and 

means for moving the patient relative to said ionized 
particle beam on the basis of said calculated dis- 
tance. 

6. A method of using a therapeutic apparatus com- 
prising particle beam irradiating means mounted along a 
vertical projection axis,, a therapy table, first X-ray 
computer tomography means, first display means, sec- 
ond X-ray computer tomography means, second dis- 
play means, input means, computer means, and means 
for moving the therapy table means, comprising the 
steps of: 

positioning a table on the therapy table; 
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accummulating image data using the first X-ray com- 
puter tomography means; 

generating a first image of at least part of the patient 
indicating the position of an affected part; 

displaying said first image on the first display means; 5 

inputting a first set of reference marks, with the input 
means, indicative of locations of physical charac- 
teristics of said first image displayed on the first 
display means; 

calculating the distances between said affected part 
and said first set of reference marks; 

generating a second image, using the second X-ray 
computer tomography means, of at least part of the 
patient illustrating a position of the vertical projec- 15 
tion axis, said second image being a center projec- 
tion image formed on a plane of the patient; 

displaying said second image on the second display 
means; 
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inputting a second set of reference marks, with the 
input means, indicative of the locations of said 
physical characteristics of said second image dis- 
played on the second display means, said physical 
characteristics being identified on said second 
image and the positions of said reference marks 
being related to the position of said afected part; 

calculating a distance of movement of the therapy 
table, using the computer means such that said 
affected part and the vertical projection axis coin- 
cide, on the basis of said first and second reference 
marks and calculating the shape, dose and energy 
of an ionized particle beam to be irradiated on the 
patient; 

moving the therapy table said calculated distance of 

movement; and 
irradiating the patient with an ionized particle beam 

of said calculated shape, dose, and energy. 
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